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The Education Station is designed as a pull-out section of resources and information for archaeology educators

Historical Archaeology Meshes

Learning ExXperien

istorical archaeologists study cul

tures that used written words to

share information and knowl-
edge. Historical archaeology thus exposes
students to a variety of research experi-
ences because they deal not only with m
terial items but also with contemporane
ous written sources. Working with such
documents as maps, census records, bic
raphies, diaries, and death certificat
ables students to view the past f
ous perspectives that can either
rate or challenge material evide

counts offer about intangible
such as emotion or motivations
tions. Yetanother is the systematic evide
of social and economic conditio
by statistics in such sources as ¢
But these forms of evidence as
out their drawbacks. Until the ti
cation, those who could write
the perspective or intent of som
flect a narrow band in the social spe : il
ing historic materials, one needs to ask several questions:
Who wrote the document? What was their background?
When and why did they write it? Who was their intended
audience? What else was taking place (i.e., social or politi-
cal events) when the document was written? Students must
be aware of factors that influenced written evidence, and
they must be taught bias-detecting techniques. A common
method—applicable for some, but not all, documents—is to
ask students to skim the reading material to determine per-
spective and views, and then to read topic sentences from

‘ture, heald
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wvarious sections to determine the outline
of the author’s argument. Further read-
iing will reveal whether the author pro-
ivided evidence to support his or her case.
. Students are challenged to develop a
variety of skills as they address different
kinds of historical evidence. One example
concerns the analytical tools used by art
historians. Because art often records how
perceives itself, students should
liar with artistic movements,
individual artists, canons of sym-
ed in the art of various cultures,
iques of various art mediums.
al documents also offer unique
ges and opportunities for learning
ulture. To deal properly with le-
timents, students must become fa-
with political and legal organiza-
thin a culture and be aware of
urisdictions, roles within these
s, and their evolution over time.
cuments also indicate the values
ty and the level of complexity of
ps, offering an excellent basis for
parallels to modern times.
s provided in birth, death, and
rds—or even in a telephone book—
anging glimpse into social struc-
s, and immigration. Techniques
enable students to expand and
P i analytical skills. Narratives, dia-
ries, and journals also offer opportunities for students to
explore the microcosm of history. Again applying bias-de-
tecting techniques, students can consider sources contem-
porary to past events and enrich their perceptions of a cul-
ture, an individual, or a point in time.

Historical archaeology offers students exciting opportu-
nities to experience the past not only through artifacts but
also with the added dimension of written evidence. Viewed
with material remains, written evidence helps one, as R. G.
Collingwood said, to “imaginatively recreate the past.”
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